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word CHRISTôS LOVE, TRANSFORMING LIVES TO GO! word 
     Keeping the channels of communication 
open is one of the most important keys to 
any organizationôs success.  This is no 
different in the church.  I believe this to be 
true when it comes to the national ELCAôs 
communication with synods and 
congregations, as well as, communication 
between council, staff and congregation.  
Since the first days of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America in 1988, the 
national church office has been through 
numerous downsizes.  This is in part due to 
the declining number of congregations and 
members of the national ELCA.  However, 
this simple conclusion does not tell the full 
story.  The actual percentage of offerings 
passed along from congregations to the 
synods and the national church has steadily 
declined while the amount of offerings that 
congregations have received has risen.  I 
believe communication and the ñin the knowò 
relationship with the broader churchôs 
ministry is one important factor in the 
decrease in congregationôs giving to the 
national ELCA, as well as, a broader 
awareness of the ELCAôs ministry around the 
world. I will try my best to improve my call to 
be a ñconduitò to the ministry of the broader 
church.   
     As a starting place, many in the 
congregation probably remember receiving 

The Lutheran Standard magazine.  It was a 
monthly magazine put out by the publisher of 
our denomination.  Although, most 
congregations do not have it in the budget to 
buy copies for every household in the 
congregation, I would like to offer the 
opportunity for members to subscribe on 
their own if they are interested.  Subscription 
information can be found on page 6 of this 
monthôs First Word.  One step farther, I am 
happy to announce that a digital copy of this 
magazine can also be found at 
www.livinglutheran.org.  The current issue, 
as well as past issues, can be accessed free 
of charge.  Even more, you can subscribe to 
receive a weekly version of the Living 
Lutheran delivered to your inbox for FREE!  
Take a look, you will be blessed by the vast 
amount of ministry that ELCA Lutherans are 
doing around the world! 
     Like the communication gap between the 
wider ELCA church and congregations, it is 
also important to keep you all informed as to 
the financial circumstances of our church this 
summer.  Giving is running about $11,000 
lower than last year at this time.  I have not 
come up with a quick answer to why this is.  
Is it due to the constant, bitter cold 
experienced nearly every Sunday this past 
winter?  Is it due to a change in giving 
patterns in light of the new tax laws put into 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н 

http://www.livinglutheran.org
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ       
     At the most recent Church Council meeting I learned a disturbing fact. Our budget is remarkably farther behind 
this summer as compared to very recent summers and certainly last summer. We know that our ingathering is less 
in the summer as people go on vacation or leave to spend some Sundays at other churches. I confess I went to 
church in East Lansing at University Lutheran and while it was a great church, I like ours better! However, 
regardless of the seasons, our expenses at church remain the same. The staff need to be paid, lights kept on and 
other obligations met. This leads me to an examination of why we give or from what  belief our essential motivation 
in giving springs.  
     I admit to being very cheap. Or, some might say fiscally conservative. I grew up as a preacherôs kid as did my 
father-in-law. As a result both my husband and I have memories of gleaning for fruits and vegetables with the kind 
permission of members of congregations, or friends, who had too many overburdened fruit trees, or left over crops.  
I recall my father being invited to glean apples in a pasture used for black angus cattle! My Mother sat on the top of 
a ladder next to an apple tree as the cattle circled her ladder and we children cowered with my father and 
grandmother in the car. As children, this was high drama made even funnier by my mother having to step in the 
generous gift of fertilizer left behind the oblivious cattle. We had apple pies and apple crisp and sweet rolls with 
apple chunks made by my industrious grandmother who lived with us. When we gleaned potatoes she made home-
made potato chips! Not for a second did either my brothers or I feel poor. Despite the fact that for ñHome Missionò 
preachers,  sometimes pay checks were few and far between. We had a bounty of food and love and adventure! 
     Now some of those lessons remain with me. I garden and can food, make jam and jelly, recycle my Target bags 
for trash can liners with the mantra ñ Recycle, Reduce, Reuseò running through my thoughts. I make quilts and save 
my clothes so long that I know my daughter would throw 2/3 of it out.  Far from being a fashion statement I seem to 
be a dreary fashion whimper. My favorite clothes are my garden clothes, beat up t-shirts and a strange collection of 
old gym and Yoga pants. I winter over garden plants as houseplants and try never to waste food.  Friends tease me 
about my affinity for Costco and shopping for LARGE quantities of TP for Cheap! We are in vicious conflict with 
woodchucks and bunnies and now even wild TURKEYS  as threats to the garden. We have lived in the same house 
with our early attic décor for nearly 30 years, yet we will pay dearly for things we believe in or feel are important. We 
are fortunate and blessed and we have all that we need. One of the things that I believe we all need, regardless of 
the latest tax laws affecting charitable contributions, is the reminder that the church brings us the message about 
how rich and blessed  by God we really are! And how loved! So today, as I picked the green beans in my  garden 
that we ate for supper, I once again was reminded how blessed I have been. I give to the church and wish it could 
be more, but am motivated to give out of recognition of the richness of my life. Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow, Praise Him above ye Heavenly hosts,  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen! We all know, in our hearts 
that this is why we give! All we have to do is remember! 
     Jean Christensen 
   Congregational President 

effect for 2018?  Is it connected with the 
concurrent giving to the capital campaign and 
general budget?  Is it something else that I 
have not even pinpointed?  My guess is that 
it is a combination of many things.  Long 
story short, it is important that the 
congregation continues to be kept in the 
know concerning financial matters of the 
church.  If you never are told, how can you 
know that your help is needed.  In early July, 
we had to access our line of credit for 
$10,000 to make payroll and keep bills 
current.  This is not something that the 
council takes lightly.  In fact, during my six 

years at First Lutheran, we have only 
accessed our line of credit once before and it 
was repaid before year end.  During the 
years of plenty, we also paid down our line of 
credit from over $40,000 to around $4,000.  
Our intention is to once again keep this draw 
on our line of credit a short-term debt and 
have it repaid before years end, but this is 
only possible through the diligent giving of 
each one of us.  Please prayerfully consider 
your giving to our congregation.  Together, 
we are Godôs Hands and Feet to the world, a 
mission outpost called First Lutheran Church.    
     Godôs Blessings, Pastor Corey 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 
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Council Connection  
 

¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ aŀȅ уΣ нлмуΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 
 

¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ƭŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ 5ŜōōƛŜΦ [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōƻƻƪƪŜŜǇŜǊΦ !ǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎƛǘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ƴƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƘŜƭǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ tŀǩ ±ŀƴ/ŀƳǇ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
.ŜǘƘŜƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 

¶ hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǎǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ !ǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘŀȄ 
ŎƻŘŜΚ CƻǊŜŎŀǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 
мκп ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƭŘ 
ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊǎΚ  

¶ hǳǊ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ϷмлΣллл ŘǊŀǿ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀȅǊƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƭŜŀƴ 
ǳǇ Řŀȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŭǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜϥǎ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ  

        ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŭǘǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ   
       ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦ 
¶ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ .ƭƻŎƪ 
ǇŀǊǘȅΗ {ŜǇǘ фǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻƻƴ ǘƻ оtaΦ hǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ 
ϦDƻŘϥǎ ²ƻǊƪ hǳǊ IŀƴŘǎϦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ .ƛƪŜ /ƭƛƴƛŎ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǘǳƴŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƪƛŘǎΚ /ƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΚ aŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ƳŀȅōŜ ŀǘ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
/ŀƳǇǳǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀƴȅ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŬǾŜ 
ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŭǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘϥǎ ǝƳŜΦ /ŀƳǇǳǎ 
aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  

wŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭƭȅ {ǳōƳƛǧŜŘΣ  
IŜƛŘƛ 5ƻȅƭŜΣ  /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

[ƛƪŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ 
CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ άaŜƳŜ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴΣ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŀȅΚ  9ǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜκǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ  [ƛƪŜ 
ǳǎ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǎǘǎΦ  /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǘ ƅŎōŜƳƛŘƧƛΦƻǊƎΦ 

Fiber Art Exhibit  
CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ .ŜƳƛŘƧƛ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ŬōŜǊ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ōȅ [ŜǩŜ [Φ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴ 
[ŜǩŜ [Φ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴΣ ŀ ŬōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊ ŀǊǝǎǘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊǝǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ ! ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ о ŦǊƻƳ нΥол-
пΥол ǇΦƳΦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ .ŜƳƛŘƧƛΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ CǊƛŘŀȅ !Ǌǘ ²ŀƭƪΦ [ŜǩŜ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
ōŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǎƘŜ 
ǘŀƪŜǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΣ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΣ ƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
ǎƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΦ IŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŀΣ ƛǎ ƛƴǘǳƛǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǝƴŎǘǳŀƭΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛŎ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ [ŜǩŜ 

ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ŦŜŜƭ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻΣ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΦέ IŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƧǳǊƛŜŘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǿƻƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ƛƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ [ŜǩŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !Ǌǝǎǘǎ 
!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎŬŜƭŘΣ [ŜŜŎƘ [ŀƪŜ !Ǌǘǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜΣ 
¦ƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ¢ƘǊŜŀŘǎΣ {ǘǳŘƛƻ !Ǌǘ vǳƛƭǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǝǎǘǎ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΦ 
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The Labyrinth at First Lutheran Church . . . 
 

   Transforming a simple walk 
   into a sacred encounter. 

 

hǇŜƴ [ŀōȅǊƛƴǘƘ   
 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ фǘƘ  
bƻƻƴ ς нΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 
 ŀƴŘ рΥол ς тΥол ǇΦƳΦ 

 

´There is no human act that cannot be hallowed  
into a path to God.µ 

      ~ Martin Buber  

                          BeFriender Ministry  
 

A Listening Presence 
 

 

Ín times of stress, the best thing we can do for each other is to listen  
with our ears and our hearts and to be assured that our questions are  

just as important as our answers.µ 
Mister Rogers, The World According to Mister Rogers: Important Things to Remember 

 

BeFriender Ministers are trained lay people from our faith community who are available  

to visit those who are experiencing grief, loneliness, or any other kind of stress and who 

would benefit from a confidential companion for a period of time. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŀ .ŜCǊƛŜƴŘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴΣ  
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ [ƛƴƴŜŀ ƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ƻǊŜȅΦ 

Assisted Living  
Communion Services on  
Thursday, August 24

th
 

 

Please join our friends  
and neighbors 

 

Tamarack   1:30 PM 
BirchHaven 2:30 PM 
WindSong   3:30 PM 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦΦΦ  
 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ  
CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ .ŜƳƛŘƧƛ  

ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ  
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ 

hw ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎƪ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  
ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ 

DǊƛŜǾƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 
 

DǊƛŜŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇΥ {ŀƴŦƻǊŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎǊƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ 
 

²ƘŜƴΥ CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
                пΥол ς сΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 
²ƘŜǊŜΥ bŜƛƭǎƻƴ tƭŀŎŜΣ ¢ǊƛƭƭƛǳƳ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wƻƻƳ 
                мллл !ƴƴŜ {ǘΦ b²Σ  .ŜƳƛŘƧƛ  
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ нму-ооо-рспо 
 

DǊƛŜŦ{ƘŀǊŜ DǊƛŜŦ{ƘŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƳŜŜǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŦŀŎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ 
 

²ƘŜƴΥ 9ŀŎƘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ     рΥлл ς сΥол ǇΦƳΦ 
²ƘŜǊŜΥ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
                нрлу ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ !ǾŜ {9Σ   .ŜƳƛŘƧƛ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ /ƘƛǇ Iƻƭǘ нму-ппп-ттрм ƻǊ срм-оро-ллнф 
 

/IL {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ DǊƛŜŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ   
CƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ 
 

²ƘŜƴΥ CƛǊǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ  нΥлл ς оΥол ǇΦƳΦ 
²ƘŜǊŜΥ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴ tŀǊƪ wŀǇƛŘǎ 
       IŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ IǳƳŀƴ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wƻƻƳ 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ wŀƴŘŜ ²ƻƻŘǊǳƳ нму-нрр-ррмп  



 

5                                                                                          FIRST WORD                                           August 

     ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ {ƘŜƭŦΦ  {ǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ {ƘŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
DŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ  ŦƻƻŘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǘΦ   
     LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ 

     tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƪŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŦƻƻŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ CƛǊǎǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴΣ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ  
     LǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǊŜΥ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜ ƳƛȄ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ 
 ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ 
{ƘƛƊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ о ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 
  ¢ƘŜ CƻƻŘ {ƘŜƭŦ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

 

Sˤɺˏʞ G˔ʿlʟ! 

Service Project 

Painting  

2018 ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in Houston TX 

14 people in a 15 
person van!! 

Discussion with Bishop 
Wolrabe & his wife 
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/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŀƳǇŬǊŜ 

¢ƘŜ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŎŀƳǇŬǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ  

ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǘŀ ƘƻƳŜ  

όснфф [ƛǧƭŜ .ŀǎǎ [ŀƪŜ wŘΦ b9ύ 

 ƻƴ ²ŜŘΦΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мрΣ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀǘ  

сΥол ǇΦƳΦ  .ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ŦǳƴΣ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ   

Iƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ϧ ǎϥƳƻǊŜ ŬȄƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ   

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘΦ   

!ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎύΦ 

Attention ALL women of First Lutheran Church ð 
  

     Have you ever wondered what women of the ELCA accomplish for their congregations and the 

world?  This is a perfect chance to find out!  The Annual Fall Conference will be held September  

14th and 15th at First Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes.  

     If you have never attended one of our NW MN Synodical Womenõs Organization Conferences, 

please, take time to think and pray about going. It is a faith-strengthening and spiritually fulfilling 

time to join together with an awesome group of women from congregations in northern Minnesota. 

ALL women are invited to attend.  

     Registration is  due no later than September 1 and forms will be available in the church office or 

from Karen Olson. 

,ÉÖÉÎÇ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ )ÎÆÏȢ 
 

     ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %,#!Ȣ &ÕÌǢÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÄ ÂÙ 
!ÕÇÓÂÕÒÇ &ÏÒÔÒÅÓÓȟ "ÏØ ΧΨΦίȟ -ÉÎÎÅÁÐÏÌÉÓȟ 
-. ΫΫΪΪΦȢ ɉ)33. ΦΦΨΪ-έΪΩ8 5303 ΩΨΨΦήΦɊ 
3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÒÁÔÅÓȡ ΓΧίȢίΫ Á ÙÅÁÒȠ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ .Ȣ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ÁÄÄ ΓίȢΨΦ ÆÏÒ ÐÏÓÔÁÇÅȢ 0ÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ 
5Ȣ3Ȣ ÆÕÎÄÓȢ  

4Ï 3ÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ 
    3ÅÎÄ ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ 
,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÉÒÃÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȟ !ÕÇÓÂÕÒÇ &ÏÒÔÒÅÓÓȟ 0/ 
"ÏØ ΧΫΫΩȟ -ÉÎÎÅÁÐÏÌÉÓȟ -. ΫΫΪΪΦ-ήέΩΦȢ   
#ÁÌÌȡ ήΦΦ-ΩΨή-ΪάΪή ÏÒ ÇÏ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÔÏ 
ÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎÓΆÁÕÇÓÂÕÒÇÆÏÒÔÒÅÓÓȢÏÒÇ 
 

     /Î ÔÁÐÅȡ #ÕÓÔÏÍÅÒ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ "ÏØ ΧΫΫΩȟ  
-ÉÎÎÅÁÐÏÌÉÓȟ -. ΫΫΪΪΦȠ ήΦΦ-ΩΨή-ΪάΪήȢ The Neighborhood Block 

Party Is Coming  

September 9
th

,  12- 3 pm!  
September 9th is the date, FLC parking lot 

is the space, YOU are the Welcoming 

Committee for Our neighbors!  

     Many interesting events are being 

discussed for the Neighborhood Block 

Party.  

     If you are interesting in helping out or 

have a great idea, please let us know in the 

office and we can connect you with 

individuals planning this event. 
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Job Opportunities at First Lutheran 
First Lutheran is currently seeking three 
part time positions:   
¶ Director of Children and Family Ministry  
¶ Financial Administrator  
¶ Custodian 
Job Descriptions and applications can be 
found at www.flcbemidji.org/resources.  
Contact Pastor Corey with any questions. 
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Did you know that First Lutheran �L�V���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\ Bemidji church radio broadcast that �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V��
�D�Q���R�Q���D�L�U���K�R�V�W before, during and to close the service.  We are looking for additional 
members to join the radio team who can help with this ministry welcomed by the public and 
homebound listeners. �1�R���S�U�L�R�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G��as training and assistance will be 
provided.  If you are interested or have questions �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���%�R�E���'�H�Q�Q�L�V�W�R�X�Q���D�W��������-������ -
����������or contact the �&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I�I�L�F�H���D�W��������-��������.  

Many of you may  

remember                    

ñThe Country Parsonò          

The cartoon was created   

by Gale Falkôs father. 

Gale has given us 

permission to include     

an occasional cartoon    

in our publications. �L�V 
�F�R�P�L�Q�J���I�D�V�W 


